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Maternal Heath 
 

Inquiry report on death of pregnant women by Thursday: Odisha minister 

 

Odisha Health and Family Welfare Minister Atanu Sabyasachi Nayak on Monday said a committee 

probing the death of three pregnant women at a state-run hospital would submit its report by 

Thursday. 

 

Source: Business Standard 

Read more 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/inquiry-report-on-death-of-pregnant-women-by-

thursday-odisha-minister-115041301117_1.html 

 

 

Three pregnant women die hours after surgery in Sambalpur; Odisha govt orders probe 

 

Tension ran high at the VSS Medical College and Hospital, Burla in Odisha’s Sambalpur district on 

Saturday after the death of three pregnant women, who died hours after Caesarean section yesterday. 

 

Source: www.odishatimes.com 

Read more 

http://odishasuntimes.com/122490/3-pregnant-women-die-after-surgery-in-top-odisha-hospital/ 

 

 

Why Do Women Deliver at Home? Multilevel Modeling of Ethiopian National Demographic 

and Health Survey Data 

 

Despite of the existing intensive efforts to improve maternal health in Ethiopia, the proportion of birth 

delivered at home remains high and is still the top priority among the national health threats. 

 

Source: http://journals.plos.org 

Read more 

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0124718 

 

 

Burden of obstetric fistula: from measurement to action 

 

For every maternal death, an additional 20–30 women develop serious pregnancy-related 

complications. Among all maternal morbidities, obstetric fistula is one of the most devastating. It is 

caused by injury during childbirth, resulting in an abnormal opening between the vagina and the 

bladder (vesicovaginal fistula) or rectum (rectovaginal fistula), leading to continuous urinary or fecal 

incontinence. 

 

Source: www.thelancet.com 

Read more 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(15)70105-

1/fulltext?elsca1=etoc&elsca2=email&elsca3=2214-

109X_201505_3_5_&elsca4=Epidemiology%257CPublic%20Health%257CHealth%20Policy%257C
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Inequalities in Maternal Health Care Utilization in Sub-Saharan African Countries: A 

Multiyear and Multi-Country Analysis 

 

To assess social inequalities in the use of antenatal care (ANC), facility based delivery (FBD), and 

modern contraception (MC) in two contrasting groups of countries in sub-Saharan Africa divided 

based on their progress towards maternal mortality reduction. 

 

Source: http://journals.plos.org 

Read more 

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0120922 

 

 

WHO Statement on Caesarean Section Rates 

 

Since 1985, the international healthcare community has considered the ideal rate for caesarean 

sections to be between 10% and 15%. Since then, caesarean sections have become increasingly 

common in both developed and developing countries. 

 

Source: WHO 

Read more 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/161442/1/WHO_RHR_15.02_eng.pdf?ua=1 

 

Reproductive Health 
 

ECtHR Ends Absurd Sterilisation Requirement in Turkish Law 

 

Today, the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) declared the requirement of permanent 

infertility in order to undergo gender reassignment surgery as incompatible with human rights. 

Transgender Europe welcomes this judgment and encourages Turkish lawmakers to act swiftly in 

order to grant trans people access to the medical treatment they need. 

 

Source: http://tgeu.org/ 

Read more 

http://tgeu.org/ecthr-ends-absurd-sterilisation-requirement-in-turkish-law/ 

 

Other Health News 

 

“Delhi Declaration on Public Health Challenges” adopted by the SAARC Health Ministers 

today 

 

Recognizing that the SAARC Member States account for nearly a quarter of the world population and 

face similar or even same challenges in the field of public health, prevention of diseases and providing 

better quality of life for our citizens;  

 

Noting the past efforts emanating from the deliberations at previous meetings of SAARC Health 

Ministers including the meeting at Maldives in 2012, Dhaka in April 2006, Islamabad in 2005 and 

New Delhi in 2003, and the progress made for collaboration and cooperation among the Member 

States; 

 

Source: http://pib.nic.in/ 

Read more 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=118070 
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India ranks lower than even Nepal 

 

Out of 133 countries rated on indicators of well-being such as health, water and sanitation, personal 

safety, access to opportunity, tolerance, inclusion, personal freedom and choice India has secured the 

101th place. This is lower than India’s rank, of 93, for GDP per capita income. Even Nepal and 

Bangladesh rank higher than India on the Social Progress Index (SPI) ratings to be released globally 

on Thursday. Norway has bagged the first rank; the U.S. is at the 16th place. 

 

Source: The Hindu 

Read more 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-ranks-lower-than-even-nepal/article7082262.ece 

 

 

‘Preference for sons’ could help unlock India’s nutrition puzzle 

 

Could Indian families’ preference for sons explain its poor nutrition and surprisingly low heights? 

New research suggests this is the case — it is largely girls, especially those younger, who face the 

height disadvantage. 

 

Source: The Hindu 

Read more 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/preference-for-sons-could-help-unlock-indias-nutrition-

puzzle/article7082280.ece 

 

 

Debilitating effect of silicosis 

 

A recent report of the Rajasthan State Human Rights Commission making far-ranging 

recommendations to check highly fatal and debilitating silicosis, has once again drawn attention 

towards the gravity of the situation and the urgent need to take measures to prevent it. 

 

Source: The Hindu 

Read more 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/debilitating-effect-of-silicosis/article7081841.ece 

 

 

Rekindling the fight against leprosy 

 

The diagnosis and treatment of leprosy, or Hansen’s Disease, is now considered easier and more 

effective than ever before. Since 1983, the disease is curable with multidrug therapy. MDT was 

successfully assimilated into India’s health programmes, leading to a reduction in the overall rate of 

leprosy incidence in the country. But since 2005 the rate of decline has slowed. As of 2014, India still 

accounts for 58 per cent of all new leprosy cases in the world. During 2013-14 alone, 1.27 lakh new 

cases were detected in India. 

 

Source: The Hindu 

Read more 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/rekindling-the-fight-against-leprosy/article7089985.ece 

 

 

A software to track cancer treatment 
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A lot is known about cancer in India — it is one of the leading causes of death, and nearly 0.8 million 

new cases occur every year. But how much is known about the outcomes of the treatment of cancer? 

About how patients react to drugs and how they fare long term? 

 

Source: The Hindu 

Read more 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/a-software-to-track-cancer-

treatment/article7103178.ece 

 

 

Avian flu triggers alert in Telangana 

 

The Telangana Government on Tuesday has set out to cull as many as 1.45 lakh poultry birds after 

samples tested at a farm on the city’s outskirts identified H5N1 Avian Influenza outbreak. 

 

Source: The Hindu 

Read more 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/avian-flu-triggers-alert-in-

telangana/article7103201.ece 

 

 

NDA fund cuts put healthcare on the sickbed 

 

MUMBAI: A truncated health budget, recent bureaucratic decisions of shelving the free drugs and 

diagnostics scheme (under National Health Assurance Mission) and spending cuts in major social 

sector programmes have ensured that 'acche din' in healthcare are still elusive. 

 

Source: Times of India 

Read more 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/NDA-fund-cuts-put-healthcare-on-the-

sickbed/articleshow/46926938.cms 

 

 

Govt launches survey to track sale, source of spurious medicines 

 

NEW DELHI: The health ministry is conducting a pan India survey to check quality of medicines 

being sold in the market as it prepares to crackdown on sale of spurious drugs. 

 

Source: Times of India 

Read more 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Govt-launches-survey-to-track-sale-source-of-spurious-

medicines/articleshow/46926967.cms 

 

 

Fears over EU plan for strict drug patent regime 

 

NEW DELHI: As Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German Chancellor Markel are set to discuss 

the India-EU free trade agreement, public health groups and Indian pharmaceutical companies are 

concerned that the European Commission may push for stringent patent regime for cheaper medicines 

manufactured at home. 

 

Source: Times of India 

Read more 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Fears-over-EU-plan-for-strict-drug-patent-
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regime/articleshow/46914621.cms 

 

 

Research on chronic disease 

 

The Public Health Foundation of India (PHFI), in association with Indian and international partners, 

launched a research centre, focusing on chronic diseases, based in Delhi. 

 

Source: Times of India 

Read more 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/Research-on-chronic-

disease/articleshow/46902181.cms 

 

 

Health ministry taps digital platforms for awareness campaign 

 

NEW DELHI: The health ministry is preparing a Rs 150 crore digital dose to ensure maximum 

awareness about government initiatives through social media vehicles including Facebook, Twitter, 

Google Hangouts. Information about new and topical diseases and public health schemes will be 

disseminated through the digital media. 

 

Source: Times of India 

Read more 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Health-ministry-taps-digital-platforms-for-awareness-

campaign/articleshow/46901934.cms 

 

 

NMC to launch free medicine scheme 

 

NAGPUR: Nagpur Municipal Corporation (NMC) is all set to launch free drug policy and free 

medical prescription scheme for the patients coming for treatment at its proposed 95 urban public 

health centres (UPHCs) and urban community health centres (UCHCs). Interestingly, the citizens will 

have rights to lodge complaint against the doctor in case given medical prescription and action will be 

taken on the respective doctor under the scheme. 

 

Source: Times of India 

Read more 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/NMC-to-launch-free-medicine-

scheme/articleshow/46900813.cms 
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