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From the desk of Reproductive Health Observatory 

http://www.rhobservatory.net/ 

Maternal Heath 
 

Association between breastfeeding and intelligence, educational attainment, and income at 30 

years of age: a prospective birth cohort study from Brazil 

 

Breastfeeding has clear short-term benefits, but its long-term consequences on human capital are yet 

to be established. We aimed to assess whether breastfeeding duration was associated with intelligence 

quotient (IQ), years of schooling, and income at the age of 30 years, in a setting where no strong 

social patterning of breastfeeding exists. 

 

Source: The Lancet 

Read more 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X%2815%2970002-1/fulltext 

 

 

Zambia: Maternal Deaths Decline 

 

MATERNAL and child mortality rates have drastically declined, the Central Statistical Office (CSO) 

has revealed in the 2013-2014 Demographic Health Survey (DHS). 

 

The DHS reports that child mortality has declined between 2007 and 2013-2014 period. 

 

Infant mortality has declined from 70 to 45 deaths per 1,000 live births. Under-five mortality declined 

from 119 to 75 deaths per 1,000 live births. 

 

Source: www.allafrica.com 

Read more 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201503311024.html 

 

Reproductive Health 
 

Quiz about ovarian cancer: Are you at risk? 

 

Ovarian cancer is diagnosed annually in nearly a quarter of a million women globally, and is 

responsible for 1,40,000 deaths each year. Statistics show that just 45 per cent of women with ovarian 

cancer are likely to survive for five years as compared to up to 89 per cent of women with breast 

cancer. 

 

Source: Times of India 

Read more 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/health-fitness/health-news/Quiz-about-ovarian-cancer-

Are-you-at-risk/articleshow/46768216.cms 

 

 

Individual and Facility-Level Determinants of Iron and Folic Acid Receipt and Adequate 

Consumption among Pregnant Women in Rural Bihar, India 

 

In Bihar, India, high maternal anemia prevalence and low iron and folic acid supplement (IFA) receipt 

and consumption have continued over time despite universal IFA distribution and counseling during 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X%2815%2970002-1/fulltext
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pregnancy. 

 

Source: www.journals.plos.org 

Read more 

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0120404 

 

Other Health News 

 

Health services below par, says CAG report 

 

The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) report for 2013-14 has pointed out that the delivery of 

health services and provision of infrastructure even under Andhra Pradesh Health Sector Reform 

Programme was below par in seven districts where the performance audit was conducted. 

 

Source: The Hindu 

Read more 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/health-services-below-par-says-cag-

report/article7037814.ece 

 

 

Mapping family’s health through unvaccinated kids 

 

What can one unimmunised child tell about the health of the entire family? According to Union 

Health and Family Welfare Ministry officials, unvaccinated children can help to identify gaps in the 

country’s health care system. 

 

Source: The Hindu 

Read more 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/mapping-familys-health-through-unvaccinated-

kids/article7041516.ece 

 

 

Hospital supplied a load of contaminated syringes 

 

A consignment of syringes supplied to the General Hospital here by Kerala Medical Services 

Corporation Ltd. (KMSCL) was found to be contaminated, exposing patients to the risk of medical 

device-induced infections. 

 

Source: The Hindu 

Read more 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/hospital-supplied-a-load-of-contaminated-

syringes/article7034256.ece 

 

 

RSBY to be implemented by Health Ministry from April 1 

 

Starting April 1, the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY) of the Labour and Employment 

Ministry will now be implemented by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

 

The RSBY, the health insurance scheme for BPL (below poverty line) families provides for IT-

enabled and smart-card-based cashless health insurance, including maternity benefit cover up to Rs. 

30,000 per annum on a family floater basis. 

 

Source: The Hindu 
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Read more 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/rsby-to-be-implemented-by-health-ministry-from-

april-1/article7055623.ece 

 

 

 

Health and Family Welfare Ministry to Implement RSBY Scheme from Tomorrow 

 

The Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojna (RSBY ) of the Labour and Employment Ministry will now be 

implemented by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. In pursuance of a recent policy decision 

of the Government, the Labour and Employment Ministry is handing over the RSBY scheme to the 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare with effect from tomorrow( 1st April 2015).The decision will 

come in to force on as is, where is basis. 

 

Source: www.pib.nic.in 

Read more 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=117875 

 

 

Bengaluru scientists find drug which could cure malaria with one dose 

 

BENGALURU: Three scientists from Bengaluru, who led a team of global researchers looking for an 

antimalarial drug, have found a fast-killing solution. After completing some tests, it'll go in for 

clinical trials on humans. That this drug has the potential to cure the dreaded disease in one dose 

makes it more attractive to healthcare providers. 

 

Source: The Times of India 

Read more 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/Bengaluru-scientists-find-drug-which-could-cure-

malaria-with-one-dose/articleshow/46763997.cms 

 

 

 

Around half of Indian kids under 5 are stunted 

 

A major project that aims to map global malnutrition trends has found that while India is home to 

third-highest number of obese people after the U.S. and China, 48 per cent of women of reproductive 

age and 59 per cent of children under the age of five are anaemic, and close to 48 per cent of children 

under the age of five are stunted. 

 

Source: The Hindu 

Read more 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/global-alliance-for-improved-nutritionamway-project-finds-

48-per-cent-of-indian-children-under-five-are-stunted/article7058485.ece 

 

 

AIIMS doctors trash tobacco report 

 

NEW DELHI: The health ministry's decision to postpone implementation of pictorial warnings that 

asked for more space on tobacco packaging from April 1 has saddened many, including the cancer 

specialists. 

 

Source: The Times of India 

Read more 
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http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/AIIMS-doctors-trash-tobacco-

report/articleshow/46777890.cms 

 

 

Doctors do avoidable surgeries to meet corporate targets 

 

CHENNAI: The numbers speak of Chennai's rise as a medical capital: More than two lakh cataract 

surgeries in a year, a two-fold jump in caesarean section, a sharp spiral in hysterectomies. They also 

belie an uncomfortable truth: Doctors are increasingly becoming scalpel-happy. 

 

Source: The Times of India 

Read more 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/Doctors-do-avoidable-surgeries-to-meet-corporate-

targets/articleshow/46764036.cms 

 

 

Indian-origin lecturer wins top nursing award 

 

An Indian-origin woman here will receive an international award for her work in the healthcare sector 

for women and refugees, becoming the first Singaporean to get the prestigious biennial prize. 

 

Source: The Times of India 

Read more 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/health-fitness/health/Indian-origin-lecturer-wins-top-

nursing-award/articleshow/46780204.cms? 

 

 

WHO, Indian health ministry bat for food safety 

 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) and the Indian health ministry on Wednesday urged the 

nations of the world to make food safety a priority.  

 

The institutions stated that due to the rising number of deaths caused by food-borne diseases, there 

was an immediate need for every government to partner with civil society, non-governmental 

organisations and private sector and consumers to ensure that safe food becomes everybody's 

business. 

 

Source: The Times of India 

Read more 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/health-fitness/health-news/WHO-Indian-health-ministry-

bat-for-food-safety/articleshow/46780102.cms 

 

 

H1N1 claims two more senior citizens, overall toll in Mumbai reaches 44 

 

MUMBAI: H1N1 influenza deaths continued in the city as two more senior citizens succumbed to the 

virus over 24 hours. 

In three days, five people, including a child, have fallen prey to the swine flu virus, taking the overall 

death toll in the city to 44. 

One of the two deceased was a 65-year-old man from Mulund who had a history of hypertension. 

 

Source: The Times of India 

Read more 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/H1N1-claims-two-more-senior-citizens-overall-toll-
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