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Maternal and Child Health- National 

State, UNICEF to start special 
campaign for rural women 
 
The state government, along with 
Unicef, will organize special gram 
sabhas from April 14 to make the 
panchayati raj institutions and 
communities aware of 'mamta vahans' 
available in their panchayats, ensure 
100% registration of pregnant women 
by promoting institutional deliveries 
and increasing awareness about the 
nearest delivery points which offer 
free of cost services. 
 
Source: The TOI, India 
Read more  
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/
ranchi/State-Unicef-to-start-spl-campaign-
for-rural-
women/articleshow/51785233.cms 

 

Paid maternity leave linked to lower infant 
mortality rates 
 
―Our findings suggest that extending the duration 
of paid maternity leave is a potential instrument 
for reducing infant mortality in low- and middle-
income countries, particularly those that offer 
shorter durations of leave, and achieving global 
targets to eliminate preventable child deaths,‖ said 
lead study author Arijit Nandi, a health and social 
policy researcher at McGill University in Montreal. 
 
Source: Reuters 
Read more  
http://in.reuters.com/article/us-health-
infantmortality-maternity-leav-idINKCN0X51S0 

 

C section targets causing risk to 
pregnant women 
 
Without having adequate specialists or 
even regular staff, operation theatres 
have been made in hospitals in Patan, 
Sehore, Sheopur and Majhauli and 
targets have been given to each 
hospital. In case of emergencies, a 
team from the nearby Private hospital 
in Jabalpur  is called, which has been 
taking more time than if the woman 
would go directly to Jabalpur. 
 
Source: patrika.com (Hindi) 
Read more  
http://www.patrika.com/news/jabalpur
/heavily-on-the-lives-of-maternal-
cesarean-target-1265673/ 

 

The Indian mother you can’t miss 
 
An ordinary Indian woman, of course, does not 
benefit from all this deification, metaphor-making 
and pop culture mash-up. According to data last 
collected by the Registrar General‘s office, in 2012, 
the maternal mortality rate nationally is 178 (per 
100,000 births); the Maharashtra figure is 87. 
Annually, an estimated 55,000 women die of 
preventable pregnancy-related causes in India. 
Assam has one of the worst maternal mortality 
rates: 328. 
 
http://www.livemint.com/Leisure/T44GHnRG0o
ZEgQcP0oS77J/The-Indian-mother-you-cant-
miss.html 
 

The death of a mother 
 
The schemes like JSY, JSSK have been 
launched to help women free and safe 

Every birth, every mother, matters 
 
A couple of years ago, I was in a primary health 
centre delivery room in Shivgarh and saw a 
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services for maternity care, delivery 
and postnatal care. But even after a 
decade of its implementation many 
women are not able to enjoy their 
entitlements and succumb to death. 
‗Quality care‘ is a distant dream for 
rural women, especially for those from 
scheduled castes, scheduled tribes and 
OBCs. In districts with a large adivasi 
population under the Santhal 
Parganas administrative division in 
Jharkhand, the situation is dismal. 
 
Source: Himal South Asian 
Read more  
http://himalmag.com/the-death-of-a-
mother/#sthash.YorQuAvv.dpuf 
 
 

beaming mother with her three-hour-old baby girl 
happily feeding at the breast. Three hours earlier, 
this contented baby was born without a cry, still, 
and blue in colour. Fortunately, the midwife 
present, immediately provided lifesaving neonatal 
resuscitation, including the use of a bag and mask 
— a device to push air into the lungs of the baby. 
Within a minute, the baby was screaming, moving 
her limbs furiously, and she had a lovely pink 
colour, suggesting that oxygen-rich blood was 
flowing well through her body. 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/
every-birth-every-mother-
matters/article8472136.ece 

National 
Family Planning and Contraceptives 

The two serious problems with 
India’s new family planning push 
 
The ministry has been doing a lot of 
promotions and claiming that there 
are more choices in the basket for 
women. However, the choice can end 
up being a burden if the current 
system cannot provide quality care in 
counselling and managing side effects 
as is the current situation. 
 
Source: Scroll.in 
Read more 

http://scroll.in/article/806365/the-two-
serious-problems-with-indias-new-family-
planning-push 

 

What’s the family plan? 
 
Cringing at the steamy condom ads featuring the 
likes of Sunny Leone? Fret not, the good old 
normal is staging a big comeback. After nearly a 
two-year-long hiatus, the government‘s family 
planning campaign — epitomised by the ‗Hum Do, 
Hamare Do‘ message of Nirodh condoms — is all 
set to return in a new avatar with trendy 
packaging, a new punchline and the star power of 
Amitabh Bachchan to boot.  
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-
ed/population-control-whats-the-family-
plan/article8483758.ece 
 

Nadda launches indigenous female 
condom 
  
The health minister believes that The 
female condom provides complete 
protection and gives women more 
control over safe sex. It is all about 
empowering women. It is the only 
woman-initiated method of 
contraception that serves a dual 
protection - prevention of pregnancy 
and of HIV/AIDS.  

Govt introduces free injectable, oral 
contraceptives for women in India 
 

Indian women now have more options of birth-
control measures to choose from, as the 
government has ordered the inclusion of the 
injectable as well as oral contraceptives in the 
National Family Planning Programme (NFPP). The 
contraceptive Nirodh condom has also been given 
a new packaging to popularise its use. These 
contraceptives would be available free of cost at all 
the primary, community health centres, apart from 
the district hospitals. 
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Source: The Times of India 
Read more  
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/
delhi/Nadda-launches-indigenous-
female-
condom/articleshow/51716828.cms 

 

http://www.ibtimes.co.in/govt-introduces-free-
injectable-oral-contraceptives-women-india-673611 

 

Cervical Cancer 
International National 

Parents shunning cervical cancer 
vaccine, IMO forum hears 
 
Large number of parents are 
withdrawing their consent for their 
daughters to be vaccinated against the 
HPV virus due to adverse publicity 
over its alleged side-effects, the annual 
conference of the Irish Medical 
Organisation has heard.   
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/heal
th/parents-shunning-cervical-cancer-
vaccine-imo-forum-hears-1.2595148 
 
 

'State cancer registry unable to detect trends' 
 

Information available with the state cancer 
registry, so far, is insufficient to detect any trends 
in cancer in the state, which, in turn, affects any 
focus to help prevent the disease. Compounding 
the problem are doctors, nurses and other medical 
officials who have not been providing information 
in the required format. This leads to cancers being 
detected during their final stages, causing a huge 
financial burden on treatment for patients, said 
doctors of Healthway Hospital 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/Stat
e-cancer-registry-unable-to-detect-
trends/articleshow/51668012.cms 
 
 

Abortion/Sex selection 
National International 

Ranchi: Minor girl suffers abortion 
during PT class in school  
 
A minor girl suffered abortion during 
physical training in a Kasturba Gandhi 
residential School in Barkop area of 
Godda district, around 365 km from 
here, on Friday. The authorities said 
that the incident was being taken 
seriously, as the girl should not have 
been allowed to leave the campus, 
which she had been doing fairly 
regularly.  
http://indianexpress.com/article/ind
ia/india-news-india/ranchi-minor-
girl-suffers-abortion-during-pt-class-
in-school/ 
 

The UK's abortion shame: Northern Ireland 
urged to stop prosecuting women under abortion 
ban 
  
Despite being part of the UK, Northern Ireland is 
exempt from the 1967 Abortion Act which covers 
the rest of the country and instead women face up 
to life in prison for having an abortion.  Leading 
MPs and Northern Irish women spoke to The 
Independentabout how the laws affect lives locally 
and urged Northern Ireland to urgently stop 
prosecuting women.  
  
Source: Independent UK 
Read more 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-
news/the-uks-abortion-shame-northern-ireland-urged-
to-stop-prosecuting-women-under-abortion-ban-
a6975441.html 
  

Under-20 abortions reveal urban 
India's liberal attitudes 

US abortion laws set for now: Trump 
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Most abortions reported in urban 
areas are below the age group of 20, 
pointing to a more liberal attitude 
towards sex and earlier engagement in 
sexual activity, reveals a government 
health survey. The NSSO survey 
found that among all pregnancies 
reported, 77% in rural and 74% in 
urban areas ended with a live birth 
while abortion was only 2% in rural 
and 3% in urban India. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/in
dia/Under-20-abortions-reveal-urban-
Indias-liberal-
attitudes/articleshow/51802926.cms 

US abortion laws are set for now, Republican 
presidential hopeful Donald Trump has said, 
reiterating that he thinks abortion is "murder" days 
after igniting a firestorm by suggesting women 
who have them should be punished. 
Trump has been criticised by abortion supporters 
and opponents for not being clear about his 
position on the hot-button political issue. 
 
http://www.thestatesman.com/news/world/us-
abortion-laws-set-for-now-donald-
trump/133862.html 
 

 
 

Zika Virus, Birth Control And Abortion 
 
Zika has spread in many states in the US and some 
of them do not have access to abortion services for 
women. Getting  safe abortion services is a struggle 
for many of the women who end up giving birth to 
babies with microcephaly.  
 
Source: Forbes 
Read more 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/peterlipson/2016/04/11
/needed-an-urgent-conversation-about-zika-virus-birth-
control-and-abortion/#9f5dacc585eb 
  

 Indo-Canadians could be resorting to sex-
selective abortions 
 
The phenomenon of selective abortions after sex 
determination tests that afflicts India might be rife 
within the Indo-Canadian population, according to 
two studies that estimated there were nearly 5,000 
―missing girls‖ over the past two decades. The 
researchers ―conservatively estimated that 4,472 
daughters of Indian immigrants to Canada were 
unaccounted for over the last two decades – so-
called ‗missing girls‘ – largely among couples of 
two Indian-born parents (89.4%), but also among 
couples including one Canadian-born parent‖. 
 
Source: Hindustan Times  
Read more 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/world/indo-
canadians-could-be-resorting-to-sex-selective-
abortions/story-U6jcQpZ8dOKmkQlCdLKdfK.html 

 

 Abortions may be behind skewed boy-girl birth 
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ratio among Indian-born moms: study 
 
A new study finds that Indian-born women in 
Canada with two or more children are giving birth 
to more baby boys than 
expected. And researchers suggest abortions 
related to sex selection may be a major reason. 
The study says Canadian-born women in Ontario 
gave birth to about 105 boys for every 100 girls 
between 1993 and 2012, consistent with the average 
in most of the world. 
 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/aborti
ons-indian-boy-girl-birth-ratio-1.3530278 
 
 

Other 

Nurses’ shortage hits government 
hospitals 
 
It is highly ironic that nurses from 
Kerela are seen across most hospitals 
around the country but the state health 
centres don‘t have adequate nurses. 
―The functioning of hospitals has 
begun to be affected, so we thought 
we could seek permission from the 
Chief Electoral Officer whether we can 
promote Grade II to the posts of head 
nurses and staff nurses Grade I and 
then fill the vacancies in Grade II also. 
We also sought to know if promotions 
are not possible, if we can at least 
make temporary postings from the 
Government School of Nursing 
graduates. But we have been denied 
permission,‖ the official said. 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Read more 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/kerala/nurses-shortage-hits-
government-hospitals/article8444097.ece 
  

White Ribbon Alliance India endorses 
‘Respectful Maternity Care’ charter for the 
country on Safe Motherhood Day 
 
In a stakeholder meet organized on the National 
Safe Motherhood Day to highlight the right of 
every woman to quality maternal health services, 
the White Ribbon Alliance India (WRAI) endorsed 
the Respectful Maternity Care (RMC) Charter 
which demonstrates the legitimate place of 
maternal health rights in the broader context of 
human rights. The charter has already been 
adopted in Nigeria and Nepal. 
http://health.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news
/industry/white-ribbon-alliance-india-endorses-
respectful-maternity-care-charter-for-the-country-
on-safe-motherhood-day/51805326 
 
 

Other Health News- National 
The changing pattern of healthcare in India 
 The evolution of healthcare in India over the past 25 years has been a mixed bag. While key 
health metrics such as the infant mortality rate (IMR) and maternal mortality ratio (MMR) 
have come down substantially, healthcare expenses have shot up—a direct fallout of lower 
public health spending. The government‘s allocation to healthcare as a percentage of the 
country‘s gross domestic product (GDP) has fallen to 1.05% in 2015-16 from 1.47% in 1986-
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87.  
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/lz9De8e3TUkru2KTFJslBN/The-changing-pattern-of-
healthcare-in-India.html 

 
HC issues notice to govt over privatizing healthcare 
Madhya Pradesh high court issued notices to state government over a public interest 
litigation (PIL), challenging decision of the state government to enter into public private 
partnership (PPP) for extending public health services.  
Petitioner Amulya Nidhi of NGO Jan Swasthya Abhiyan pleaded that the state government 
is responsible for providing basic healthcare to its people and has not justified reasons for 
assistance from private bodies. Health department has a specific budget and plan in place to 
provide specialists, staff, services and infrastructure for public health. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhopal/HC-issues-notice-to-govt-over-
privatizing-healthcare/articleshow/51736657.cms 
 

 
 
 

Latest Articles/Studies/Blogs on Maternal, Reproductive and Child 
Health 

 

Assam: India’s state with the highest maternal mortality 
 
Three quarters of the women who die in tea gardens during pregnancy and childbirth are 
aged between 20 and 30, indicating that they are having children earlier and more 
frequently than the national average, which in turn suggests that they lack contraception, 
Sood hypothesised. India introduced, under the National Rural Health Mission‘s Janani 
Suraksha Yojana programme, a monetary incentive (in Assam it‘s Rs1400) for rural women 
to give birth in a hospital. But many tea gardens are too far from an institution for workers 
to reach one in time to give birth. Many women are also unaware of the programme  
 
Read More 
http://www.bmj.com/content/bmj/353/bmj.i1908.full.pdf 

 

Commercial Surrogacy in India 
This ethnographic study studies the commercial surrogacy in an Indian city, this article 
highlights some important issues that require a nuanced understanding of the process.  
‗The industry has been estimated to be of $2.3 billion as of 2012 (Rudrappa 2015). However, 
larger income shares go to the doctors and medical heads, and sometimes, the middlemen, 
leaving the surrogate mothers at the lowest level in the chain. The economic exploitation of 
the women acting as surrogate mothers is evident‘ 
 
Read more 
http://www.epw.in/journal/2016/14/commentary/commercial-surrogacy-india.html 

 

Anaesthesia-related maternal mortality in low-income and middle-income countries: a 
systematic review and meta-analysis 
The risk factors contributing to maternal mortality from anaesthesia in low-income and 
middle-income countries and the burden of the problem have not been comprehensively 
studied up to now. We aimed to obtain precise estimates of anaesthesia-attributed deaths in 
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pregnant women exposed to anaesthesia and to identify the factors linked to adverse 
outcomes in pregnant women exposed to anaesthesia in low-income and middle-income 
countries. 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laneur/article/PIIS2214-109X%2816%2930003-
1/fulltext 
 

Effects of the copper intrauterine device versus injectable progestin contraception on 
pregnancy rates and method discontinuation among women attending termination of 
pregnancy services in South Africa: a pragmatic randomized controlled trial 
The copper intrauterine device (IUD) is under-utilised in South Africa, where injectable 
progestin contraception (IPC) dominates contraception usage. There is a lack of robust 
comparative data on these contraceptive options to inform policy, programs, clinical 
counseling, and women‘s choices. 
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12978-016-0153-9/fulltext.html 
 

 
 
 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laneur/article/PIIS2214-109X%2816%2930003-1/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laneur/article/PIIS2214-109X%2816%2930003-1/fulltext
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12978-016-0153-9/fulltext.html

