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Reproductive  and Maternal & Child Health 

Reproductive Rights And Services Are Key For Youth 

Empowerment 

One of the most important obstacles is lack of access 

to family planning and sex education. About nine out 

of 10 people between the ages of 10 to 24 live in the 

developing world, where there is an enormous gap in 

access to reproductive health services.  

http://www.huffingtonpost.in/entry/reproductive-

rights-and-s_b_11478234 

Ebola Took a Toll on Maternal Health: Study 

It took more than two years for the massive Ebola outbreak 

to sputter out, and some countries are still under 

heightened surveillance. More than 28,600 people were 

infected with the virus in West Africa, and more than 11,300 

of them died. Now, researchers are looking into the toll the 

epidemic took on the people who survived. 

http://time.com/4434957/ebola-liberia-facility-births/ 

Maternity leave increases to 26 weeks – but only for 

a small section of Indian women 

On August 11, Rajya Sabha passed amendments to 

the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961, increasing the period 

of maternity leave from 12 weeks to 26 weeks, which 

is over six months. The amended law also mandates a 

company to have a creche if they have more than 50 

women employees. 

http://scroll.in/pulse/813888/maternity-leave-

increases-to-26-weeks-but-only-for-a-small-section-

of-indian-women 

Dying In Childbirth 2016: Maternal Death Rate In US Has 

Worsened Since 2000, Says New Study 

Using an expanded definition of maternal death than 

previous estimates — also counting any deaths that had 

occurred within 42 days following a birth — researchers 

calculated that in 2014, nearly 24 mothers died per every 

100,000 live births across 48 states and Washington D.C., 

excluding California and Texas.  

http://www.medicaldaily.com/maternal-death-rate-us-

2016-its-only-gotten-worse-2000-new-study-finds-394630 

Assam tops maternal mortality list 

Assam has the highest number of women dying from 

pregnancy and childbirth-related complications 

among all other states in the country, the Centre 

informed the Rajya Sabha on Tuesday. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/As

sam-tops-maternal-mortality-

list/articleshow/53626877.cms 

 

EU support to Ghana’s Maternal health sector 

At the end of the second quarter of the year, the European 

Union (EU) in Ghana released GHS 14.6 million (EUR 3.3 

million) as the fourth and final disbursement to the 

government treasury in support of the 2016/17 Millennium 

Acceleration Framework (MAF) operational plan 

implemented by the Ministry of Health. 

https://www.newsghana.com.gh/eu-support-to-ghanas-

maternal-health-sector/ 

 

Singapore-India collaboration for better maternal, 

child health services 

To enable doctors and staff nurses in the State-run 

hospitals to handle high-risk pregnancies, obstetric 

and neonatal emergencies better, the State Institute 

of Health and Family Welfare (SIHFW) has 

collaborated with the Singapore International 

Foundation (SIF). 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/sin

gaporeindia-collaboration-for-better-maternal-child-

health-services/article8930364.ece 

Getting Ahead of the Global Urbanization Curve in 

Reproductive Health 

The Gates Foundation has its eye on meeting the growing 

need for urban reproductive health programs—a matter in 

which the foundation and its partners have been looking 

into since 2009 with its Urban Reproductive Health Initiative 

(URHI). Armed with funding from Gates, the URHI pilot 

program was launched in 2009 in Kenya, Nigeria, Senegal, 

and India. The overarching principle of the program was to 

increase women’s access to modern contraception. 

http://www.insidephilanthropy.com/home/2016/8/11/getti

ng-ahead-of-the-global-urbanization-curve-in-

reproducti.html 

 

 

 

 



Family Planning 

International & India News 

Catering family planning needs in Jharkhand’s Red Corridor 

Jharkhand is one of the nine states which requires greater focus and commitment in terms of family planning. The 

fertility rate of the state is as high as 3.5 – and 3.7 in rural areas, which means that each couple, on an average, has 

three kids. Only 36 percent married women use contraceptives, compared to the national figure of 56 percent. 

http://www.governancenow.com/news/regular-story/a-helping-hand-in-family-welfare-jharkhand 

 

Contraceptives with oestrogen may up Vitamin D in women 

Women who use birth control pills or other contraceptives containing oestrogen -- hormones important for sexual 

and reproductive development in females -- are likely to improve their Vitamin D levels, a study says.  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/health-fitness/health-news/Contraceptives-with-oestrogen-may-up-

Vitamin-D-in-women/articleshow/53556299.cms? 

Efforts on to push family planning scheme 

In a bid to maintain the health of a new mother and child, the district health department has started training medical 

officers and staff for providing post-partum intrauterine contraceptive device (PPICD, copper T). 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nashik/Efforts-on-to-push-family-planning-

scheme/articleshow/53662109.cms 

Socio-economic factors, not religion, influence India's fertility rate and population growth 

Fertility rates in India are more closely related to education levels and the socio-economic development within a 

state, than to religious beliefs, according to an IndiaSpend analysis of government data and research evidence. 

http://scroll.in/article/813651/socio-economic-factors-not-religion-influence-indias-fertility-rate-and-population-

growth 

Hormonal contraception and the risk of HIV acquisition in women 

The World Health Organization will convene an expert review group later in 2016 to examine the links between the 

use of various hormonal contraceptive methods and women’s risk of HIV acquisition. The expert review group will 

assess whether current WHO guidance needs to change in the light of a new review of data, published in AIDS on 9 

August 2016, which was commissioned by WHO. 

http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/topics/family_planning/statement/en/ 

Addressing contraceptive needs of adolescent women in developing regions 

Some 38 million adolescent women aged 15-19 in developing regions are sexually active and want to avoid 

pregnancy; of those, 23 million have an unmet need for modern contraception. This means that even though these 

young women don’t want to have a child soon, they are not practicing contraception at all or they are using 

traditional methods, which are less effective than modern contraceptives.  

https://www.devex.com/news/addressing-contraceptive-needs-of-adolescent-women-in-developing-regions-88572 

 

Abortion 

 

National International 

 

A tricky debate on abortion  

In India, the transition from a regime of 

proscription against abortion by treating it as a 

criminal offence liable for punishment under the 

Indian Penal Code (IPC) to legitimising the 

practice as a health and family planning measure 

through the enactment of the MTP Act of 1971 

had been fairly easy, unlike in the West, where 

the movement towards legalising abortion has 

been tumultuous involving major heated public 

debates.  
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/a-tricky-
debate-on-abortion/article8934071.ece 

Mexican rape victim, 13, denied access to abortion  

Health officials in northern Mexico have refused to authorize an 

abortion for a 13-year-old girl who was raped by a family 

acquaintance after a judge downgraded the crime to a charge of 

sexual coercion. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/aug/01/mexican-

victim-13-refused-access-to-abortion 

 

 

 



Cabinet nod to abortion Bill soon 

 Much-awaited changes to India's four decades 

old abortion law are round the corner with the 

Medical Termination of Pregnancy Amendment 

Bill, 2016, ready for Union Cabinet approval. 

The Bill, a hugely amended version of the 1971 

MTP law, makes significant relaxations for rape 

and incest victims who may want to abort an 

unwanted foetus against the current constraints 

of time. 

http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/cabin

et-nod-to-abortion-bill-soon/278993.html 

The United States Is Way Behind the Rest of the World When It 

Comes to Abortion Funding 

The United States may be one of the wealthiest countries in the 

world, but it falls drastically behind many other nations when it 

comes to funding abortions. According to a study published in 

Contraception, the U.S. is seriously lagging behind other 

countries where abortion is legal. 

http://www.glamour.com/story/the-united-states-is-way-

behind-the-rest-of-the-world-when-it-comes-to-abortion-

funding 

Rape survivor tells court she doesn't want 

abortion 

After first giving consent to terminate her 

pregnancy, the deaf and speech-impaired inmate 

of Paldi Vikas Gruh insisted on Tuesday before 

Gujarat high court that she would like to avoid 

abortion. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmeda

bad/Rape-survivor-tells-court-she-doesnt-want-

abortion/articleshow/53629288.cms 

 

Texas women's health program adds abortion opponent's 

group 

A revamped women's health program in Texas that ousted 

Planned Parenthood is giving a $1.6 million state contract to the 

nonprofit of an anti-abortion activist, who state officials said 

Wednesday submitted a "robust" proposal for helping low-

income women in rural areas. 

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/world/news/article.cfm?c_id=2&obj

ectid=11691641 

 Let's end unsafe abortion leading to death 

It is estimated that 42 million women and young girls worldwide 

with unintended pregnancy choose to have abortions and half 

of all these abortions are unsafe. Furthermore 68,000 women 

die of unsafe abortion annually in the world making unsafe 

abortion as one of the leading causes of maternal deaths. Most 

of these deaths occur in sub-Sahara Africa Kenya included.  

http://www.standardmedia.co.ke/ureport/article/2000211641/l

ets-end-unsafe-abortion-leading-to-death 

Other Health Related News 

WHO for introduction of dengue vaccine in India 

As dengue cases, particularly in Delhi, show a 

steep increase, the World Health Organisation has 

recommended introduction of dengue vaccine in 

high burden countries including India. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-

style/health-fitness/health-news/WHO-for-

introduction-of-dengue-vaccine-in-

India/articleshow/53594751.cms 

 

Reaching the last mile: The future of medicine access for 

everyone 

According to the World Health Organization, much of the 

world’s burden of disease can be prevented or cured with 

known, affordable technologies. The problem is getting drugs, 

vaccines, information and other forms of prevention, care or 

treatment — on time, reliably, in sufficient quantity and at 

reasonable cost — to those who need them. 

https://www.devex.com/news/reaching-the-last-mile-the-

future-of-medicine-access-for-everyone-88539 

The Indian case: health policies need to keep 

pace with public health literacy 

The incidence of disease across the world has 

been on the decline from more than half a 

century, with better healthcare, better technology 

and new scientific advances popping up left right 

and center. From developing to developed, 

healthcare as a whole is improving everywhere. 

With health being a national priority rather than 

an individual concern, it is mutually beneficial for 

both national productivity as well as individual 

quality of life. Thus, it is imperative that a 

country’s health system be easy to access and 

navigate. 

Universal health coverage: Unique challenges, bold solutions 

In a little more than a month’s time the world will mark the 

first anniversary of the adoption of the Sustainable 

Development Goals – the first-ever global to-do list for a fairer, 

safer and healthier world by 2030. 

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/commentaries/2016/univers

al-health-coverage-challenges-solutions/en/ 

 



https://europeansting.com/2016/08/03/health-

policies-need-to-keep-pace-with-public-health-

literacy/ 

India's wealthier states are showing an alarming 

decline in immunisation rates 

A fair amount of media attention has been given 

to the resurgence of diphtheria in Kerala, which 

has been attributed to some Muslims rejecting 

immunisation efforts due to misinformation. 

However, a much more dangerous and 

widespread trend of declining immunisation rates 

as evidenced by the recent National Family Health 

Survey 4 data, seems to have gone entirely 

unnoticed. 

http://scroll.in/pulse/812221/indias-wealthier-

states-are-showing-an-alarming-decline-in-

immunisation-rates 

Financing health and education for all 

In 2015, around 5.9 million children under the age of five, 

almost all in developing countries, died from easily preventable 

or treatable causes. 

And up to 200 million young children and adolescents do not 

attend primary or secondary school, owing to poverty, 

including 110 million through the lower secondary level, 

according to a recent estimate. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/opinion/jeffrey-d-

sachs/financing-health-and-education-all 

 

 

Two in every five Indian married women face 

sexual violence 

Approximately 38.4 percent of married women in 

India face sexual violence by their partners 

whereas around 45.2 percent of women could not 

use condoms just because their 

partners/husbands refused to do that, according 

to a report published in the Indian Journal of 

Community Medicine (IJCM). 

http://www.ibtimes.co.in/two-every-five-indian-

married-women-face-sexual-violence-

688668#0W2uEHM3iuIaUojs.97 

 

 

Remedying India’s healthcare colossus 

It is well known that the entire public healthcare 

system, from tertiary care hospitals in large cities 

to Primary Health Centres (PHCs) in rural areas, is 

riddled with manpower shortages and inadequate 

supply of critical drugs and blood, so much so that 

one healthcare expert with senior government 

experience described PHCs as the place “where 

poor people go to die”.  

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/policy-

and-issues/malady-nation-remedying-indias-

healthcare-colossus/article8956304.ece 

 

 

 

 

Latest Articles on Maternal and Reproductive Health 

 

'Meeting the Unmet' 

Family planning has had a long, diverse and tempestuous history in our country. After independence, India 

was one of the first countries to implement a state-sponsored family planning programme, with concerted 

efforts towards reduction of fertility and population growth rates. Various strategies were applied over 

time in this direction. These ranged from contraceptive-specific incentives to the infamous target-based 

coercive sterilisation approach, and, more recently, the integrated reproductive and child health 

approach.  

http://www.epw.in/journal/2016/33/book-reviews/meeting-unmet.html 



Marriage Dissolution in India 

 This article explores marriage dissolution in India and state-level diversity using descriptive statistics from 

Census 2011 data and points to the need for a deeper understanding of underlying correlates, particularly 

the importance of women’s autonomy in observed rates of marriage dissolution. 

http://www.epw.in/journal/2016/33/commentary/marriage-dissolution-india.html 

Clinical and perceived quality of care for maternal, neonatal and antenatal care in Kenya and Namibia: 

the service provision assessment 

 This analysis sheds light on the inadequate levels of care for saving maternal and newborn lives in most 

facilities in two countries of Africa. It also highlights the disconnect between patients’ perceptions and 

clinical quality of services. More effort is needed to ensure that high quality supply of services is present to 

meet growing demand as an increasing number of women deliver in facilities. 

https://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-016-0208-y 

Switching the poles in sexual and reproductive health research: implementing a research capacity-

strengthening network in West and North Africa 

Health research capacities have been improved in Africa but still remain weak as compared to other 

regions of the World. To strengthen these research capacities, international collaboration and networking 

for knowledge and capacity transfer are needed. In this commentary, we present the Network for 

Scientific Support in the field of Sexual and Reproductive Health in West and North Africa, its priority 

research topics and discuss its implementation process. 

http://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-016-0203-3 

 

 


