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Reproductive  and Maternal & Child Health 

Reproducing Injustice 
India has a long history of controlling poor and 
rural women’s fertility — a history that 
continues to inform contemporary reproductive 
health in the country. The trajectory of 
reproductive rights in India has been profoundly 
impacted by the global population control 
movement, which began in earnest following 
the publication of Paul Ehrlich’s The Population 
Bomb (1968). Ehrlich’s book sparked Malthusian 
terror about overpopulation in a world of 
limited resources. Fearful observers demanded 
active measures to decrease birthrates and 
stave off mass starvation. 
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2016/05/reprod
uctive-health-sterilization-modi-contraceptives-
population-control/ 

Maternal, neonatal tetanus eliminated in 
SE Asia region: WHO 
"In a major public health feat, WHO South-
East Asia region has eliminated maternal 
and neonatal tetanus with all districts 
across the 11 countries having reduced the 
cases to less one than per 1,000 live births. 
"The achievement demonstrates the 
commitment of countries in the region to 
improve maternal and child health, 
especially neonatal health. 
http://www.dnaindia.com/health/report-
maternal-neonatal-tetanus-eliminated-in-
se-asia-region-who-2214270 
 
 

HC seeks Centre's reply on guidelines for 
cesarean operations 
The Delhi High Court today sought the Centre's 
response on a plea seeking direction to frame 
appropriate guidelines for cesarean sections to 
safeguard the reproductive health rights of 
women and children.  A bench of Chief Justice G 
Rohini and Justice Jayant Nath also sought to 
know from Medical Council of India (MCI) and 
the Delhi government's health and family 
welfare department if there is any guidelines 
regarding such procedure.  
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/H
C-seeks-Centres-reply-on-guidelines-for-
cesarean-
operations/articleshow/52361467.cms 

Fears that maternal health funding cuts 
could put lives at risk  
The UN agency responsible for ending 
deaths in childbirth is facing a $140m 
(£98m) shortfall in its budget this year, 
putting the lives of tens of thousands of 
women at risk. The UN population fund, 
UNFPA, had been expecting about $482m 
(£335m) from member states this year for 
its core budget, which funds operational 
costs. But huge cuts from some of the 
agency’s largest donors means it will now 
receive around $340m (£237m). 
http://www.theguardian.com/global-
development/2016/may/16/fears-that-
maternal-health-funding-cuts-will-put-lives-
at-risk 

Crowdsourcing corruption in India's maternal 
health services 
MSMA ("My Health, My Voice") is part of 
SAHAYOG, a non-governmental umbrella 
organization that helped launch the project. 
MSMA uses an Ushahidi platform to map and 
collect data on unofficial fees that plague India' 
ostensibly "free" maternal health services. It is 

Sexual health gets little attention in a 
crisis, with devastating results  
About 125 million people are affected by 
crises. A quarter of those people are female 
and of reproductive age – and women are 
14 times more likely than men to die in a 
crisis. 
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one of the many projects showcased in DW 
Akademie's recently launched Digital Innovation 
Library. SAHAYOG works closely with grassroots 
organizations to promote gender equality and 
women's health issues from a human rights 
perspective. 
http://www.dw.com/en/crowdsourcing-
corruption-in-indias-maternal-health-
services/a-19261866 
 

http://www.theguardian.com/global-
development/2016/may/22/sexual-health-
little-attention-crisis-devastating-results-
reproductive-healthcare-world-
humanitarian-summit 
 

India's PM asks doctors to treat pregnant 
women for free once a month 
 
With India facing a shortage of doctors and 
public hospitals, the premier urged private 
practitioners to dedicate one day a month to 
helping pregnant women in rural areas, who 
often die in childbirth due to poor access to 
healthcare. 
 http://www.pri.org/stories/2016-05-26/indias-
pm-asks-doctors-treat-pregnant-women-free-
once-month 
 

The World Has a Plan for Global Girls and 
Women 
The year 2016 marks the world’s 4th 
Women Deliver Conference, and almost a 
year since the announcement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals — Global 
Goals with the potential to make us the first 
generation to end extreme poverty, the last 
generation threatened by climate change, 
and the most determined to end injustice 
and inequality. But these Goals will only 
ever be achieved if governments, 
businesses and communities invest in girls 
and women. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/the-
world-has-a-plan-for-global-girls-and-
women_b_10106246.html?section=india 
 
 

Institutional deliveries up but kid death rate 
still high 
In Ajmer's JLN Hospital all the infants who died 
recently had institutional deliveries (born in 
hospitals). Despite institutional deliveries, infant 
mortality rate (IMR) remains high in state.  
Rajasthan is one of the states with high IMR in 
the country. It is a clear indication that while 
institutional deliveries have increased 
significantly in the state over the past 10 years, 
which is from 28% to 80%, the infant mortality 
rate still remains at 47 deaths per 1000 live 
births. In 2004, it was 58 deaths per 1000 live 
births. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/I
nstitutional-deliveries-up-but-kid-death-rate-
still-high/articleshow/52409151.cms 

Midwives to lead maternal healthcare in 
Bangladesh’ 
 
We want doctors to see only the 
complicated cases. Midwives will be the 
leader of maternal healthcare,” Prof Md 
Habibe Millat while representing 
Bangladesh at a global symposium on 
midwifery in Copenhagen on Sunday said. 
http://bdnews24.com/health/2016/05/15/
midwives-to-lead-maternal-healthcare-in-
bangladesh 
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Prostitution to child marriage: India’s drought 
hurts women, Dalits more 
 India’s worst drought in decades is hurting 
women and lower-caste Dalits 
disproportionately, with impacts ranging from 
malnutrition to early marriage to prostitution, 
activists say. 
The government estimates the drought has 
affected more than 330 million people - almost 
a quarter of India’s population - across 13 of the 
29 states. 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india/prostitu
tion-to-child-marriage-drought-in-india-hurt-
women-dalits-more/story-
Of0E8Q2HKixbS3bFluUeCI.html 

Intersection of Human Rights and Health 
Care 
In the Democratic Republic of Congo, fistula 
is all too common, and the women are 
often stigmatized and face discrimination 
from family, community and society. In 
Eastern Congo specifically, women live in 
constant fear of gender based violence and 
rape, which has turned women’s bodies 
into the battlefield for much of the last two 
decades. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dr-denis-
mukwege/intersection-of-human-
rights_b_10106264.html 
 

Family Planning 
International & India News 

The Indian Family Planning Programme: The need for high quality of care 
The year 2016 holds special significance as this is the first year of the new development 
framework - Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), which set the course for the new 
sustainable development agenda for the next 15 years.  
http://health.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/policy/the-indian-family-planning-
programme-the-need-for-high-quality-of-care/52417468 

A country where being sterilized — in unsafe conditions — can earn a woman $11.59, if 
she survives 
Controlling India’s population growth is directly linked to the status of women, says Poonam 
Muttreja, executive director of the Population Foundation of India. In a conversation with 
Postmedia’s Alia Dharssi during Women Deliver, the world’s largest women’s rights 
conference, in Copenhagen, she describes how empowering women could help India rein in its 
population growth and why it won’t follow the Chinese model. 
http://news.nationalpost.com/news/world/a-country-where-being-sterilized-in-unsafe-
conditions-can-earn-a-woman-11-59-if-she-survives 

China must adhere to restrictive family planning policy: Xi Jinping 
 China may have modified its controversial three decades-old one child policy this year 
replacing it with two children, but President Xi Jinping has said restrictions on child births will 
continue as "tensions" between population, resources and environment will not change. 
http://www.business-standard.com/article/international/china-must-adhere-to-restrictive-
family-planning-policy-xi-jinping-116051900423_1.html 

Lack of family planning blamed for high abortion rate 
 When we consider the gender distribution of this population, we note that women comprise 
about 50% of the total. In addition, we also note that the adolescent segment of the 
population is currently estimated at over 23 million and the youth population is estimated to 
be about 23.8 million. Another population segment of concern is the proportion of the 
females; age 15-19 years (which cuts across Adolescent and Youths) because of their 
contribution to high Fertility.  
http://nationalmirroronline.net/new/lack-of-family-planning-blamed-for-high-abortion-rate/ 
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Abortion 

National International 
Abortions among under-15s in Mumbai 
soared 144% in 3 years 
Abortions among under-15 girls in the city 
have increased by 144% over the last three 
years, ringing alarm bells among health 
activists. There has also been a double-digit 
increase in the overall number of medical 
termination of pregnancies ( MTP ) in 2015-
16, which the BMC has attributed to an 
evolved reporting system. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mum
bai/Abortions-among-under-15s-in-city-
soared-144-in-3-
years/articleshow/52283382.cms 
 
 

51% Americans say abortion should be legal: 
Study 
A recent study by the Pew Research Center 
found a country divided - 51% of Americans 
say abortion should be legal in all or most 
cases and 43% say it should be illegal all or 
most of the time. 
The 1 in 3 campaign commissioned a play, 
"Out of Silence," that uses the voices of 
women who have had abortions. It has been 
performed more than two dozen times on 
college campuses. Laura Reid, 21, a 
psychology major, performed "Out of Silence" 
at her college, Texas A&M University. 
http://www.dnaindia.com/world/report-
women-have-right-to-choose-fight-against-
the-abortion-stigma-2216988 
 

Court to hear Indian-American woman's 
appeal of feticide conviction 
 Attorneys for an Indian-American woman 
found guilty of killing the premature infant 
she delivered after ingesting abortion-
inducing drugs will ask an appeals court on 
Tuesday to throw out the convictions that led 
to her 20-year prison sentence. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/nri/us-
canada-news/Court-to-hear-Indian-American-
womans-appeal-of-feticide-
conviction/articleshow/52411273.cms 
 

Abortion rates highest in London 
Abortion rates among women in London were 
highest than the rest of England, new figures 
have revealed.  Data from the Office for 
National Statistics (ONS) revealed wide 
regional variations. Knowsley in Merseyside 
had the highest rate outside London, BBC 
reported on Thursday.  Barking and 
Dagenham had the highest overall abortion 
rate, at 29 for every 1,000 women aged 15 to 
44. 
http://www.india.com/whatever/abortion-
rates-highest-in-london-1200015/ 
 

 Illegal abortions rife in far-west region 
Despite having five of its districts on the list of 
the top ten districts in Nepal in terms of public 
health facilities, the far-west region still has 
shown a very high number of illegal abortions. 
https://thehimalayantimes.com/nepal/illegal-
abortions-rife-far-west-region/ 
 

Other Health Related News 

Life expectancy in India on the rise, but 
quality health care services inadequate 
Life expectancy in India has increased by 
more than 10 years in the past two decades, 

WHO rejects call to move Rio Olympics 
because of Zika virus 
Already hit by recession and political turmoil, 
Brazil has come under more pressure as 150 
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while globally children born in 2015 were 
expected on an average to live till 71.4 years, 
a new UN report revealed. 
http://www.firstpost.com/india/life-
expectancy-in-india-on-the-rise-but-quality-
health-care-services-inadequate-
2790442.html 

health experts called for the Olympics in Rio 
de Janeiro to be postponed or moved because 
of the Zika epidemic. 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/m
ay/27/who-urged-to-consider-moving-rio-
olympics-due-to-zika-outbreak 

Private insurance can’t heal all  
Indians mostly pay for their healthcare out of 
pocket. More than 75 per cent on average of 
all health expenditure is out of pocket, whilst 
investment in public healthcare is even lower 
than some countries of Sub-Saharan Africa 
over the same period (less than 2 per cent on 
average), despite economic growth rates, 
averaging 8-10 per cent per annum, and 
despite the National Rural Health Mission 
(NRHM). 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-
ed/private-health-insurance-cant-heal-
all/article8663472.ece 

Sixty-ninth World Health Assembly closes 
The Sixty-ninth World Health Assembly closed 
today after approving new resolutions on 
WHO’s Framework for Engagement with Non-
State Actors; the Sustainable Development 
Goals; the International Health Regulations; 
tobacco control; road traffic deaths and 
injuries; nutrition; HIV, hepatitis and STIs; 
mycetoma; research and development; access 
to medicines and integrated health services. 
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/relea
ses/2016/wha69-28-may-2016/en/ 

We don't teach our students medicine or 
ethics: Dr Shanta 
Unethical marketing and lack of humane 
practices by doctors are among the biggest 
challenges in the battle against cancer, said 
senior oncologist Dr V Shanta, chairman, 
Cancer Institute (WIA). Medical education 
wasn't in the "best of hands" and medicos 
neither learned enough about cancer nor 
about ethics at the undergraduate level, she 
said.  
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chen
nai/We-dont-teach-our-students-medicine-
or-ethics-Dr-
Shanta/articleshow/52485813.cms 
 

A global charter for the public’s health  
WFPHA has developed the A Global Charter 
for the Public’s Health (GCPH) as the main 
output of its collaboration plan with the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) to adapt 
today’s public health to its global context in 
the light of and in conjunction with the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
http://www.thedailystar.net/health/global-
charter-the-publics-health-1227604 
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Bihar's Health System Is Only Making People 
Sicker 
In one of the most backward blocks of 
Western Champaran, there's a certain 
Primary Health Centre (PHC) that highlights all 
that is wrong with the health sector in Bihar 
and in many ways, all over India. This 
particular PHC has two buildings -- one is 
newly constructed with a greater capacity for 
beds and better infrastructure, while the 
other is dilapidated and crumbling due to 
years of neglect. Sadly, the PHC still functions 
in the old building while the new one remains 
unused. A big lock hangs on the main gate of 
the newly built structure as it awaits some 
kind of a "deal" between the politically 
connected contractor and health officials at 
the block level. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/abhishek-
anicca/the-health-of-bihars-
heal_b_10043954.html 
 

WHO takes first step towards de-linking drug 
prices from access and innovation issues 
The World Health Organisation (WHO) will 
establish an expert technical committee that 
will help countries set health priorities as well 
as a global observatory that identifies gaps in 
health research and development (R&D), 
especially for diseases that disproportionately 
affect developing countries and attract little 
investment. 
A resolution adopted on 28 May that outlines 
WHO’s engagement on health R&D norms, 
including its financing, was subject of intense 
negotiations during the 69th session of the 
World Health Assembly (WHA) in meetings 
chaired by India. 
http://www.firstpost.com/world/who-takes-
first-step-towards-de-linking-drug-prices-
from-access-and-innovation-issues-
2804402.html 
 

 
 

 

Latest Articles on Maternal and Reproductive Health 
 

Use of antenatal corticosteroids at health facilities and communities in low-and-middle 
income countries 
Antenatal corticosteroids (ACS) for women at high risk of preterm birth is an effective 
intervention to reduce neonatal mortality among preterm babies delivered in hospital 
settings, but has not been widely used in low-middle resource settings. We sought to assess 
the rates of ACS use at all levels of health care in low and middle income countries (LMIC).  
 https://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-016-0176-2 

Contrasting “back home” and “here”: how Northeast African migrant women perceive and 
experience health during pregnancy and postpartum in Canada 
International migration and the number of migrant women who experience pregnancy and 
childbirth in receiving countries have significantly increased in the last two decades. Migrant 
women often have unmet social and economic needs during pregnancy, and are more likely 
to have problems unaddressed by health care systems. In this qualitative study, we explored 
migrant women’s perceptions and experiences of health during pregnancy and postpartum, 
while participating in a perinatal program offered through a community-based organization. 
Additionally, we examined sociocultural factors that might have shaped women’s health upon 
migration to the Canadian city of Edmonton, Alberta. 
https://equityhealthj.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12939-016-0369-x 

Promoting social accountability through the use of picture materials for non-literate 
women in Uttar Pradesh, India 
High rates of maternal mortality in many parts of northern India persist owing to an 
inadequately equipped public health system compounded by disrespectful and negligent 
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treatment of poor women. The Government of India has instituted several measures to 
enable women to access maternal care without costs barriers, and many health messages 
reach communities about pregnancy care and hospital births. But there is far less public 
education on health entitlements and service guarantees; consequently, the frontline 
providers take advantage of this to trick women into paying for free services such as 
treatment, medicines and transport.  
https://www.mhtf.org/2015/05/20/right-holders-to-rights-claimants-promoting-social-
accountability-though-the-use-of-picture-materials-for-non-literate-women-in-uttar-pradesh-
india/ 

From local to global: a qualitative review of the multi-leveled impact of a multi-country 
health research capacity development partnership on maternal health in Sudan 
There is a substantial body of literature on the principles of good partnerships and the 
rationale for such partnerships in research capacity strengthening. This paper illustrates the 
long term effects of a multi-country (8 countries) global partnership for health systems 
research capacity development (Connecting health Research in Africa and Ireland Consortium 
- ChRAIC) in relation to its contribution to capacity strengthening, public advocacy and policy 
influence at different levels and its practical achievements in Sudan in addressing access to 
maternal health services. 
http://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-016-0153-0 
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