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Reproductive  and Maternal & Child Health 
India Newborn Action Plan 
The India Newborn Action Plan (INAP) is India’s 
committed response to the Global Every 
Newborn Action Plan (ENAP), launched in June 
2014 at the 67th World Health Assembly, to 
advance the Global Strategy for Women s and 
Children’s Health. The ENAP sets forth a vision 
of a world that has eliminated preventable 
newborn deaths and stillbirths.  INAP lays out a 
vision and a plan for India to end preventable 
newborn deaths, accelerate progress, and scale 
up high-impact yet cost effective interventions.  
http://www.thehansindia.com/posts/index/Han
s-Classroom/2016-04-30/India-Newborn-
Action-Plan/225165 

It’s Time to Break Barriers to Maternal 
Health and Rights 
Healthy women and girls are the 
cornerstones to building communities that 
are safe, just, and thriving; and rights-based 
maternal health care is the linchpin to 
realizing women’s health and rights. Yet 
women are dying and suffering debilitating 
disease and injury during pregnancy and 
childbirth due to preventable causes: they 
bleed to death, acquire infections, have 
underlying but treatable health conditions, 
or obtain unsafe abortions. 
http://blogs.cfr.org/women-around-the-
world/2016/04/25/its-time-to-break-
barriers-to-maternal-health-and-rights/ 

More women falling ill, but they have lower 
access to medical treatment 
India has made many improvements on 
women’s health indicators. To name just two 
examples, fewer mothers are dying at childbirth 
and fewer adolescent girls are giving birth. 
However, as recent data from the National 
Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) shows, 
there is a lot of work to be done in improving 
women’s access to healthcare. 
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/7otVkJiz6Sm
G5TSG9yyIGN/More-women-falling-ill-but-they-
have-lower-access-to-medica.html 
 

Looking Beyond Physician Surgeons: How 
to Build Capacity for Global Safe Surgery 
Imagine being unable to access surgical 
treatment for life-threatening and disabling 
conditions like an emergency Caesarian 
section, maternal hemorrhage, congenital 
abnormalities, breast and cervical cancer, 
and others. This is the unfortunate reality 
for 5 billion people globally who lack access 
to safe surgery. Though this would never be 
acceptable in the United States or other 
developed nations, it’s one of the most 
critical problems people in low and middle-
income countries (LMICs) face today. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/look
ing-beyond-
physician_b_9752928.html?section=india 

1.26 Million Children Under 5 Die In India 
Every Year, Admits Government 
“According to Sample Registration System (SRS) 
2013, 1.26 million children under the age of five 
are estimated to die in India every year. 57 per 
cent of under-five deaths occur in (the) 
neonatal period, which is within the first 28 
days of life, the major causes being prematurity 

Two Mega-Funders Take Aim at Adolescent 
Sexual and Reproductive Health in Africa 
The funding field for global sexual and 
reproductive health (SRH) is pretty well 
populated, with some new funders entering 
this space in recent years. The same can't 
be said when comes to adolescent sexual 
and reproductive health (ASRH), which is 
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and low birth-weight, neonatal infections, birth 
asphyxia and birth trauma,” Health Minister J P 
Nadda said in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha. 
http://everylifecounts.ndtv.com/1-26-million-
children-under-5-die-in-india-every-year-
admits-government-2506 

considerably less crowded. On the other 
hand, several mega-funders are keenly 
interested in this area. 
http://www.insidephilanthropy.com/home/
2016/4/25/two-mega-funders-take-aim-at-
adolescent-sexual-and-reproduct.html 

MRHRU: State’s first research centre on rural, 
tribal health to come up in Dahanu 
IN A first in Maharashtra, a specialised research 
institute to study diseases typical to rural and 
tribal communities will be set up at Dahanu, 
located in the northern reaches of Mumbai. The 
centre, called Model Rural Health Research Unit 
(MRHRU), will deal with sickle cell, snake bites, 
leprosy, tuberculosis, teenage pregnancy and 
other localised diseases in the pockets of 
Palghar.  
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai
/model-rural-health-research-unit-rural-tribal-
health/ 

UNFPA to hold sexual, reproductive health 
and rights conference in Dhaka 
The UNFPA in Bangladesh will hold a three-
day conference on sexual and reproductive 
health and rights (SRHR), which, the UN 
population agency says, are “central” to 
sustainable development. 
http://bdnews24.com/health/2016/05/01/
unfpa-to-hold-sexual-reproductive-health-
and-rights-conference-in-dhaka 
 

Doctors scrutinise role of malaria in India’s 
maternal deaths 
India’s vast tribal belt, which ranges across its 
central heartland and up its eastern flank, is 
home to indigenous and animist communities, 
whose disparate mother tongues traditionally 
had no written form. Isolated and undeveloped, 
these regions have some of India’s highest 
incidence of malaria, as mosquitoes thrive in its 
dense forests. The tribal belt also has some of 
India’s highest rates of women dying during or 
after pregnancy and childbirth.  
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/16737c24-f83c-
11e5-96db-fc683b5e52db.html#axzz47fAXVcpZ 
 

Women’s reproductive health 
“Reproductive health addresses the 
reproductive processes, functions and 
system at all stages of life. Reproductive 
health, therefore, implies that people are 
able to have a responsible, satisfying and 
safe sex life and that they have the 
capability to reproduce and the freedom to 
decide if, when and how often to do so,” 
according to World Health Organization 
(WHO). 
https://thehimalayantimes.com/health/w
omens-reproductive-health/ 
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Maternal health takes precedence over odd 
hours and himachal's hostile weather for this 
woman 
In spite of advancing years, health worker 
Kaushalya, whose name roughly translates into 
"ability to do something well", is showing the 
light to women in one of the remotest areas of 
Chamba district in Himachal Pradesh. She has, 
in fact, dedicated 31 years to propagating 
institutional deliveries and providing health 
services like intrauterine contraceptive device 
and other contraceptive methods. 
http://www.thehansindia.com/posts/index/Hea
lth/2016-04-25/Maternal-health-takes-
precedence-over-odd-hours-and-himachals-
hostile-weather-for-this-woman/224144 

 

Family Planning 
International & India News 

Civic body records 4146 family planning operations in 2015-16 
Under the National Family Planning Programme (NFPP), the Aurangabad Municipal 
Corporation has managed to perform 4146 family planning operations in 2015-16 achieving 
84% of the target. The state government has set target of 5146 cases in the municipal limits. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/aurangabad/Civic-body-records-4146-family-
planning-operations-in-2015-16/articleshow/52055911.cms 

What’s the family plan? 
Cringing at the steamy condom ads featuring the likes of Sunny Leone? Fret not, the good old 
normal is staging a big comeback. After nearly a two-year-long hiatus, the government’s family 
planning campaign — epitomised by the ‘Hum Do, Hamare Do’ message of Nirodh condoms — 
is all set to return in a new avatar with trendy packaging, a new punchline and the star power 
of Amitabh Bachchan to boot.   
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/population-control-whats-the-family-
plan/article8483758.ece 

Family planning methods not working in MP  
 The National Family Health Survey, 2015-16 reveals that fewer people in the state have opted 
for sterilisation operations, intra-uterine devices (IUD) and contraceptive pills in the last 10 
years. Condom usage, during the period, witnessed just a marginal increase. 
“MP has been focusing on reducing maternal mortality rate and infant mortality rate under 
national health mission. While doing so, it didn’t focus on family planning part or awareness 
related to it,” said Jan Swasthya Adhikar Manch (JAS) national working group member Amulya 
Nidhi said. 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/bhopal/family-planning-methods-not-working-in-mp/story-
YPLX9ybgdihHXKlAiuUlEN.html 
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Revitalizing Family Planning Program 
 Indonesia has launched the Family Planning Village (Kampung KB) as part of its efforts to 
revitalize the national family planning program that will help improve the health of its 
citizens.In the past ten years, the countrys family planning program did not see any significant 
progress, and needed to be revitalized through the Kampung KB program.Kampung KB is a 
miniscule part of guiding demographic changes in a progressive fashion. Family planning and 
family development programs must involve all elements in the National Demography and 
Family Planning Agency (BKKBN). 
http://en.tempo.co/read/news/2016/05/01/055767456/Revitalizing-Family-Planning-Program 

Abortion 

National International 
Women more open to contraception after 
abortion: Study 
The study 'Associations Between Abortion 
Services and Acceptance of Post abortion 
Contraception in Six Indian States' highlights 
the prevalence and attributes of post-
abortion contraceptive acceptance from 
2,456 health facilities in six states, among 
292,508 women who received abortion care 
from July 2011 to June 2014. As per the 
study, 81 per cent of the women accepted 
modern contraception immediately after 
abortion while 53 per cent preferred short-
term methods like oral contraceptive pills, 
condoms and injectables, 11 per cent 
intrauterine devices, and 16 per cent 
sterilization.  
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi
/Women-more-open-to-contraception-after-
abortion-Study/articleshow/51959883.cms 
 

Op-ed: U.S. abortion policies hurt women 
across the globe  
Over the last two decades, there has been a 
decline in the number of women around the 
world dying from unsafe abortions. In 1990, 
worldwide 69,000 women died from unsafe 
abortions. That number had reduced to 
47,000 by 2008. However, it is still one of the 
three leading causes of maternal mortality, 
and the United States refuses to acknowledge 
the role of unsafe abortion in maternal 
mortality as a global health issue. 
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/3826395-
155/op-ed-us-abortion-policies-hurt-women 
 

23 Tamil Nadu doctors booked for sex 
determination 
At least 23 doctors across Tamil Nadu have 
been booked in the last three years for sex-
selective abortions, sex determination and 
other violations under the pre-natal 
diagnostic act. 
The doctors are facing trial under several 
laws that spell out jail terms and fines as 
punishment. The state medical council has 
debarred one of the doctors. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chen
nai/23-Tamil-Nadu-doctors-booked-for-sex-
determination/articleshow/52018307.cms 
 

Barbara Kay: Sex-selection abortion versus a 
girl’s right to live 
 An ingenious social media campaign, 
#280today, succinctly conveys the estimated 
number of pregnancies terminated every day 
in Canada by induced abortion. That comes 
out to over 100,000 a year.  
A new Canadian study suggests that women 
immigrants from India are choosing to abort 
female foetuses at an alarming rate. 
http://news.nationalpost.com/full-
comment/barbara-kay-sex-selection-abortion-
versus-a-girls-right-to-live 
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Woman challenging 'triple talaq' says she 
was forced to undergo abortion 6 times 
A 37-year-old woman who has filed the 
petition challenging the constitutionality of 
Muslim practices of polygamy, triple talaq 
(talaq-e-bidat) has alleged that she was 
forced to undergo six abortions by her 
husband and had to approach the Supreme 
Court as she could no longer bear the ordeal.  
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-
woman-challenging-triple-talaq-says-she-
was-forced-to-undergo-abortion-6-times-
2203669 

Donald Trump: Women who get abortions 
will be punished  
Women who get abortions should receive 
“some form of punishment,” Republican 
front-runner Donald Trump said Wednesday, 
without indicating specifically what the 
punishment should be. 
http://indianexpress.com/article/world/world
-news/donald-trump-suggests-punishment-
for-women-who-get-abortions/ 

Other Health Related News 

Primary care: the first line of defence 
A recent report of the parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Health has deplored the 
persistently low levels of funding for health 
over several years. It observed that funding 
that was held back could have been utilised to 
improve primary health services and improve 
India's lagging health indicators.  
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-
ed/primary-care-the-first-line-of-
defence/article8541842.ece 

U.N. to consider significant reforms to 
international drug policy  
At what is being billed as the most significant 
high-level gathering on global drug policy in 
two decades, the stage will be set for world 
leaders to discuss what would have once 
been unthinkable — reversing course in the 
war on drugs. 
http://www.latimes.com/world/mexico-
americas/la-fg-global-drug-policy-20160419-
story.html 

NHM, NIB collaborate to train Odisha blood 
bank officials for strengthening state blood 
services Blood bank officials from 20 blood 
banks in Odisha have received hands-on-
training on External Quality Assessment 
Scheme (EQAS) for Transfusion Transmitted 
Infections (TTIs) through a 6-day residential 
training programme at National Institute of 
Biologicals (NIB), Noida as part of a 
collaboration of National Health Mission 
(NHM) of Odisha with NIB to strengthen 
blood services in the state. 
http://www.pharmabiz.com/ArticleDetails.as
px?aid=94860&sid=1 

UNAIDS urges countries to move towards a 
public health and human rights approach to 
people who use drugs 
UNAIDS welcomes the United Nations 
General Assembly’s call for Member States to 
consider effective public health measures to 
improve outcomes for people who use drugs 
and urges countries to implement 
programmes that reduce the impact of the 
harms associated with drug use. 
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/pressce
ntre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2016/
april/20160419_UNGASS 
 

NHM Employees demand regularization of 
jobs 
The Arunachal Pradesh NHM Employees 
Association (APNHNMEA) has in a 
representation to the Chief Minister on 
Wednesday appealed him to regularize the 
contractual managerial staffs who have been 
working under NHM for over 8 years. While 

Global healthcare spending likely to lag in 
developing countries 
The United States has its share of healthcare 
finance and spending issues, but the 
developing countries of the world are likely 
going to be in worst shape in the coming 
years, according to two new studies published 
in the British journal The Lancet. One study 
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welcoming the GoAP’s recent announcement 
to create 2541 posts under the Department of 
Health and Family Welfare, the association 
further urged the authorities to 
accommodate the programme managerial 
staffs under the department as per the 
announcement.  
http://www.arunachaltimes.in/nhm-
employees-demand-regularisation-of-jobs/ 
 

focuses on global health spending trends, 
while the other focuses on the assistance 
provided to developing countries to deliver 
healthcare services. 
http://www.fiercehealthfinance.com/story/gl
obal-healthcare-spending-likely-lag-
developing-countries/2016-04-17 

Health Sector: Rise in Public Spending  
At a time when private players play a major 
role in  the state’s health sector, the State 
Health Accounts (SHA) for Kerala has shown 
that there has been a marginal increase in 
public expenditure in the sector in the last ten 
years.  The share of public expenditure 
increased to 20 per cent in 2014-15, 
compared to 10 per cent in 2004-05, while 
the private expenditure share came down to 
80 per cent from 90 per cent.  
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/ke
rala/Health-Sector-Rise-in-Public-
Spending/2016/04/28/article3403789.ece 
 

The Cutthroat Politics of Public Health in 
Ancient Rome 
The argument that Rome’s success was a 
direct result of its commitment to public 
health popped up first in Victorian London, 
and almost immediately hopped the Atlantic 
to be repeated by American sanitarians. 
While recent paleopathological research into 
Roman feces suggests that aqueducts weren’t 
enough to spare Romans from playing host to 
various gastrointestinal parasites, the ancient 
capital’s infrastructure was still quite a bit 
more advanced than Victorian London’s. But 
it’s not clear that Romans owed their 
impressive hydraulic technology to some 
great concern for public health on the part of 
the government—or, at least not at first. 
http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2
016/04/the-tricky-politics-of-ancient-romes-
aqueducts/479298/ 

 
 

 

Latest Articles on Maternal and Reproductive Health 
 

Knowledge on legislation of abortion and experience of abortion among female youth in Nepal: A 
cross sectional study 
Abortion has been legal in Nepal since 2002 and the country has made striking progress in rolling out 
induced abortion services. It led to well-known changes in reproductive behavior, however 
knowledge about legislation and abortion experience by female youth has been least investigated. 
This paper is an attempt to examine knowledge about legislation of abortion and abortion 
experiences among female youth in Nepal. 
 https://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-016-0166-4 

Knowledge and attitudes of midwives on the use of the partogram: a study among midwives in the 
Tamale Metropolis 
The partogram is the most effective tool to use to monitor the progress of labour and complications 
associated with labour. 
The main objective of this study was to assess the knowledge level of midwives on the effective use 
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of the partogram in monitoring the progress of labour in the Tamale Metropolis of Ghana. 
https://mhnpjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40748-016-0030-0 

U.S. Funding for International Maternal & Child Health 
The U.S. government has a long history of supporting international maternal and child health (MCH) 
efforts, including global immunization activities, and is the largest donor government to MCH 
activities in the world.Between FY10 and FY16, the U.S. Congress provided $7.5 billion for MCH-
specific activities (both bilateral and multilateral funding combined), of which $2.6 billion (35%) 
supported global immunization efforts. In FY16, Congress provided $1.21 billion for MCH and the 
President’s FY17 budget request includes $1.28 billion, a $69 million increase. Most funding for MCH 
is provided bilaterally, though the share given through multilateral channels has increased in recent 
years. This brief provides an overview of U.S. funding for MCH, including trends in bilateral and 
multilateral funding and top country recipients of U.S. funding, and places the U.S. within the larger 
context of overall donor support for the sector. 
http://kff.org/global-health-policy/issue-brief/u-s-funding-for-international-maternal-child-health/ 

Maternal death and obstetric care audits in Nigeria: a systematic review of barriers and enabling 
factors in the provision of emergency care 
Maternal death reviews and obstetric audits identify causes and circumstances related to occurrence 
of a maternal death or serious complication and inform improvements in quality of care. Given 
Nigeria’s high maternal mortality, the lessons learned from past experiences can provide a good 
evidence base for informed decision making. We aimed to synthesise findings from maternal death 
reviews and other obstetric audits conducted in Nigeria through a systematic review, seeking to 
identify common barriers and enabling factors related to the provision of emergency obstetric care. 
https://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-016-0158-4 
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