Jan Swasthya Abhiyan

Health for All - Now! Health is a Basic Human Right!

13" August 2013
Open Letter To The Prime Minister Of India: Dr. Manmohan Singh

Dear Prime Minister,

Your announcement during last year’s Independence Day speech that free medicines would be
distributed through government hospitals and health centres raised expectations in many quarters. A
year since your announcement, we, representing the public health community are concerned that
realisation of this declaration has made no progress. Developments over the past year suggest that the
programme will be silently shelved.

Following your announcement, in September 2012, the Health Minister had promised to provide
Rs.1,300 crores to states for the purchase of medicines and setting up of a Central Procurement
Agency for bulk procurement of drugs. Unfortunately, these promises have not been realised.
Instead, the budgetary allotment for the current year on the medicines scheme was a mere sum of
Rs.100 crores, though a realistic estimate would show an actual requirement of at least Rs.6,000
crores.

While your announcement was widely appreciated and highlighted in the national and international
media, we in the public health community had specific reasons to welcome the announcement as a
promising initiative. Various surveys have reported that households in India spend significant
amounts on medicines, and expenditure on medicines account for 70% of out of pocket expenses
incurred by families on medical care. Expenditure on buying medicines, thus, is a major portion of
private expenditure on health care. The Planning Commission estimates that out of pocket
expenditure, which accounts for 70% of all health care expenditure in India, is responsible for
pushing over 5 crore people below the poverty line every year. Even though India is the world’s third
largest producer of medicines and exports medicines to over 200 countries, an estimated 65% of its
population is not able to access all the medicines they need. Medicine prices have shot up
phenomenally in India over the past decade and this has been one of the main drivers of the
multiplying cost of medical care.

While millions of Indian households have limited access to medicines, several state governments
have decreased fund allocation for the procurement of medicines over the last few years. Only a
tenth of government spending on health is currently set aside for drug procurement, with some states
spending less than five percent. A significant increase in the allocation for public procurement of
medicines from current level to around 0.5% of GDP over the next few years will improve access to
essential drugs in public facilities and will greatly reduce the burden on out of pocket expenditures
and increase the financial protection for households.

The scheme that you had announced, if implemented, would have significantly changed the
healthcare scene in India. Availability of medicines will contribute to the image of public healthcare
institutions and will renew interest among public in these institutions. We have experience within our
own country that such a scheme can make a huge difference to health outcomes. Significant progress
has been achieved in states such as Tamilnadu, Kerala, and more recently in Rajasthan, where free
medicines schemes have been implemented. The experiences of these states show that medicines
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procured in bulk by their generic names cost 40-4000% less to that of the market rates. Reports from
Rajasthan suggest that the scheme has led to considerable increase in the number of people accessing
public health centres in the state.

In this backdrop, as you are preparing to address the nation on yet another Independence Day, we
would like to remind you of the promise you made to the people of India, exactly a year back. We
urge you to redeem this promise of making available free medicines in all public facilities and take
immediate steps to implement such a scheme across the country. This has a potential not only of
ensuring people’s right over access to essential medicines, but also in strengthening the public
healthcare system as well as in tackling poverty.

Sincerely
Jan Swasthya Abhiyan

The other organisations and individuals who endorsed this letter
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. Dr. RS Dahiya JSA Haryana, dahiyars@rediffmail.com
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veenashatrugna@yahoo.com
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T.Gangadharan, General Secretary, All India Peoples’ Science Network, tgkannur@rediffmail.com
Druv Mankad. dhrvmankad@gmail.com

Amar Jesani, Independent Researcher and Teacher (Bioethics, Public Health),
amar.jesani@gmail.com & amarjesani@yahoo.co.in>, Editor, Indian Journal of Medical Ethics
(https://ijme.in). Visiting Professor, Centre for Ethics, Yenepoya University, Managalore.
(http://www.yenepoya.edu.in/colleges.php?id=41&org=center)

Dr.P. L. GARG, State Coordinator, Bharat Gyan Vigyan Simiti, Punjab and Chandigarh,
ysa_punjab2004@yahoo.com

Manmohan Sharma, Director, Voluntary Health Association , Punjab

Dr Gopal Dabade, President, Drug action Forum - Karnataka, 57, Tejaswinagar, Dharwad 580002,
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imranagadeer@gmail.com

P.Rajamanickam, Tamil Nadu Science Forum-AIPSN EC member, vignanasiragu@gmail.com
Sarojini N. SAMA, Delhi. sarojinipr@gmail.com

R. Srivatsan, Anveshi Hyderabad, r.srivats@gmail.com

Dr. Arun Gadre, SATHI, Pune, Maharashtra. drarun.gadre@gmail.com
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25. Dr.(Ms)Suhas Kolhekar, Convener, Maharashtra, National Alliance of People's Movements.
kolhekar.suhas@gmail.com

26. Amulya Nidhi, Swasthaya Adikar Munch, Madhya Pradesh. amulyabhai@gmail.com

27. Dr Ajay Khare, ajaykharebpl@gmail.com

28. Joe Varghese, Jan Swasthaya Abhiyan, vakkan2000@yahoo.com

29. Dr. Pawar SL, pawarsl@gmail.com

30. Raju Narzary. raju.nerswn@gmail.com

31. Ganapathy Murugan, ganapathy75@gmail.com

32. Dr. Omesh Bharti. Corporation Health Officer, Municipal corporation, Shimla-1. Himachal Pradesh,
India. bhartiomesh@yahoo.com
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34. Vandana Prasad, Community Pediatrician chaukhat@yahoo.com

35. Nalini Visvanathan, Independent Researcher, alamel10@yahoo.com

36. Anant Bhan, Bio-ethicist and Independent Researcher. dranantbhan@yahoo.com

37. Adv Kamayani Bali Mahabal. kamayni@gmail.com , +919820749204, skype-lawyercumactivist

38. Healthwatch Forum, Uttar Pradesh

39. Jashodhara and SAHAYOG team, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh

40. Gulrez Shah Azhar | MBBS MD MPH |, Assistant Professor | Indian Institute of Public Health
Gandhinagar - Public Health Foundation of India | Sardar Patel Institute Campus, Drive In Road,
Thaltej, Ahmedabad, Gujarat 380054, India | Office: +91 79 4024 0444 X.324 | Web: www.phfi.org

41. Jagdish Patel, jagdish.jb@gmail.com

42. SATHI, Flat No.3 & 4, Aman E Terrace, Dahanukar Colony, Plot no. 140, Kothrud, Pune - 411 029,
INDIA. cehatpun@vsnl.com

43. Abhay Shukla, SATHI, Pune, Maharashtra

44, Dr CS Verma, Convener, JSA Uttar Pradesh. charan_verma@rediffmail.com

45. Ch. Narendra, Vice President, PUCL-AP, Hyderabad. Mobile No : 98495 69050

46. Amitadyuti Kumar, Working President, APDR, 18 Madan Boral Lane, Kolkata 700012, Phone 033
2237645

47. Dr Mohan Deshpande, AA. BHA. 31 Suvarna Yug "A" Fourth Floor, Near Medipoint Hospital.
Aundh, Pune 411007. Tel +91 20 25890819.

48. Dr.Mohan Rao MBBS, PhD, Professor, Centre of Social Medicine and Community Health
School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University. New Delhi 110067, Tel: O: 0091-11-
26704490

49. Mukti K Bosco, Co-Founder & Secretary General, Healing Fields Foundation, Ashoka Fellow, India.
Manasarovar Complex, Secretariat Road, Hyderabad. Telefax: +91 40 23232841/42. Mob: +91 98480
41234. www.healing-fields.org

50. Anant Phadke, anant.phadke@gmail.com

51. Janaarogya Andolana Karnataka, jaaksecretariat@gmail.com

52. Prof Shiv Mathur, Public Health Specialist, shiv_mathur@hotmail.com

53. Madhurima Nundy, Associate Fellow, Institute of Chinese Studies, New Delhi
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58. Kavita Bhatia, PhD, Independent Researcher, Community Health. kavbha@gmail.com

59. Rohini Hensman, Writer and Activist, Mumbai. rohinihensman@yahoo.co.uk

60. CEHAT, Padma Bhate-Deosthali, Coordinator, Aaram Society Road, Vakola, Santacruz East,

Mumbai - 400 055
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SOCHRA, Ravi Narayan. chcravi@gmail.com

Anurag Bhargava, Department of Medicine, Himalayan Institute of Medical Sciences, Jolly Grant,
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Shilpa Deshpande, Research Scholar, Centre for Social Medicine and Community Health, Jawaharlal
Nehru University
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Gurjeet, Jan Swasthya Abhiyan, Jharkhand. gurjeetvsrc@gmail.com

Ranjana Ray, Dr. AV Baliga Memorial Trust)

Koninika Ray, National Federation of Indian Women

Indranil, indranil.jnu@gmail.com

Mira Shiva, Initiative for Health & Equity in Society, mirashiva@gmail.com

All India Drug Action Network (AIDAN), Mira Shiva. mirashiva@gmail.com

Manisha Gupte, Co-Convenor, MASUM, Pune. manishagupte@gmail.com
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